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REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME; 
AMENDMENT; AND RESPONSE TO WRITTEN 
RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT MAILED OCTOBER 4. 1999 



Sir: 



The present paper is submitted as a complete response to the Official Action mailed 
October 4, 1999. The present paper is timely filed, as the present paper is also a request for an 
extension of time of one month to and including December 4, 1999. Should any further 
extension of time be required, this document is such a request. Enclosed is a check in the amount 
of $55.00 for the fee for a one-month extension of time. Should any further fees be due with the 
filing of the present document, or should an overpayment be included therein, the Assistant 
Commissioner is authorized to deduct or credit said fees from Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & 
Feld, L.L.P. Deposit Account No. 01-0660. J 

m if? 
S 

AMENDMENT g 

t— I 

In the Claims: X § 

/ S 
Please amend Claims 1-13, and 17 as follows. g 

u. 

sc 
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1 . (Amended) A purified nucleic acid molecule of 10 to 40 nucleotides, the molecufe 
comprising an [An] identifying nucleotide or identifying combination of nucleotides 16s 
ribosomal RNA or 16s ribosomal DNA as set forth in Table 2 present in a Shigella species and 
not present in E. coll . or a nucleic acid molecule complementary to said molecule 



2. (Amended) A purified nucleic acid molecule of 10 to 40 nucleotides, the molecule 
comprising an [An] identifying nucleotide or identifying combination of nucleotides of 16s 
ribosomal RNA or 16s ribosomal DNA as set forth in Table 2 present in E. coli and not present 
in a Shigella species , or a nucleic acid molecule complementary m said molecule . 

3. (Amended) A purified nucleic acid molecule iff 10 to 40 nucleotides, the molecule 
comprising an [An] identifying nucleotide or identifying combination of nucleotides of 16s 
ribosomal RNA or 16s ribosomal DNA as sra. fonh in Table 2 present in one species selected 
from the group consisting of Shigella sonnei, Shigella flexneri, Shigella boydii, and Shigella 
dysenteriae, and not present in the other/spectes of Shigella and not present in E. coli . or a 
nucleic acid molecule complementary to said molecule . 

4. (Amended) The molecme of Claim 1 or 3 wherein the nucleotide or combination of 
nucleotides is [of Claim 1 or/3] present in Shigella sonnei. 

5. (Amended) Tm molecule [nucleotide or combination of nucleotides] of Claim 4 wherein 
the identifying nucleotide is a C at position 964 or a deletion at position 978. 

6. (Amended) The molecule of Claim 1 or 3 wherein the nucleotide or combination of 
nucleotides is [of Claim 1 or 3] present in Shigella dysenteriae. 



7. / (Amended) The molecule [nucleotide or combination of nucleotides] of Claim 6 wherein 
the identifying nucleotide is an A at position 76. 



044198.0000 AUSTIN 153420 vl 



2 



8. (Amended) The molecule of Claim 1 or 3 wherein the nucleotide or combination of 
nucleotides is [of Claim 1 or 3] present in Shigella boydii. jf 

9. (Amended) The molecule [nucleotide or combination of nucleotides] of Clmm 8 wherein 
the identifying nucleotide is a C at position 92. / 

10. (Amended) The molecule [nucleotide or combination of nucleotides] of Claim 2 wherein 
the identifying nucleotide is a T at position 88p. / 

1L ( Amended) A purified nucleic acid molecule of it) to 40 nucleotides, the molecule 

P)NA region having a genus-specific 
egion or 16s rDNA region of E. coli, 
ile ? the molecule thereby capable of 
10 to 40 nucleotides, the molecule 
)NA region having a genus-specific 
ion or 16s rDNA region of a Shigella 
aid molecule, the molecule thereby 
10 to 40 nucleotides, the molecule 
JA region having a Shigella sonnei-, 
e-specific nucleotide, and not to an 
ler Shigella species, or a nucleic acid 
? thereby capable of distinguishing 
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1 7. (Amended) A combination comprising a first and a second purified nucleic acid 
molecule [combination], each molecule having 10 to 40 nucleotides, the first capable of 
hybridizing to a first 16s rRNA region or 16s rDNA region as set forth in Table 2, the second 
capable of hybridizing to a second 16s rRNA region or 16s rDNA region as set forth in Table 2, 
the combination of molecules thereby capable of distinguishing E. coli, or a Shigella species, or a 
nucleic acid molecule combination complementary to said first and second molecules. 

REMARKS 

I. Restriction Requirement 

In response to the Restriction Requirement; Applicants elect, without traverse, the 
Invention of Group L 

Applicants reserve the right to file a divisional application on the nonelected invention. 

II. Inventorship 

The inventorship is correct for the election of the Group I invention. 

III. Status of the Claims 

Claims 1-13, and 17 have been amended. Claims 1-36 are pending. Claims 21-36 are 
non-elected. 

Support for language of amended claims is found in the specification at page 16, lines 17- 
28 and in the claims as originally filed. 
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All matters having been addressed, reconsideration and an early indication of the 
allowability of Claims 1-20 is earnestly solicited. 



Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, L.L.P. 
816 Congress Avenue, Suite 1900 
Austin, Texas 78701 
Telephone: (512)499-6200 
Fax: (512) 703-1107 



Respectfully submitted, 




Date: December 3. 1999 



Gloria L. Norberg 
Reg. No, 36,706 
Agent for Applicants 
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